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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 757 enacts a hill of rights for foster parents.

Significant |ssues:

1. Severa provisions of HB 757 are taken from existing CY FD policies and procedures.

2. Foster parents are included as an active participant in the treatment team of children
placed in their homes, and CYFD policy and practice outlines foster parent involvement
guidelines in the trestment plan process.

3. Listed below are provisions of this bill that are not current practice that will have signifi-
cant administrative impact for CYFD:

foster parents have “the right to be considered as a primary placement option
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when a child formerly in their foster home reenters the foster care system”;

foster parents have “the right to be given reasonable prior written notice of
any changein achild’s treatment plan, any plan to terminate the placement of
the child with the foster family, and the reasons for the change or termina-
tion”.

3. According to CYFD, some of the “rights” stated in this bill may also be impracticable
in the foster care context. The language in this bill provides “confidentiality regard-
ing issues that arise in foster family homes’. Foster care treatment teams, which in-
clude foster parents as team members, require accurate information about issues that
arise in a foster family setting to ensure that issues and concerns are considered in
identifying the needs of children in foster care. Also, some incidents occurring within
the foster care program must be reported to other agencies and/or regulators.

To bring consistency, CYFD may need to define some of the ruances of the rights
through their foster care rules and regulations and through manuals and information

provided to foster parents.

4, Providing enhanced support to foster parents may result in a stronger foster care sys-
tem and easier placement, even permanent placement, of children.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

I mplementation of the items discussed in the significant issues section will require CY FD absorb
certain FTE and budget costs. These costs will be minimal and should be manageable with exist-
iNg resources.

TECHNICAL ISSUES

The bill does not specify any liabilities, remedies, or avenues for redress.
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